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Customer Service! Summary: "The book presents a wonderful story of the development of this field. It is written
more like a novel than like your traditional textbook, but it contains all the necessary material to also serve as a
textbook. In fact, the author has created a companion website that provides sample syllabi and problems if the
book is to be used in the classroom. . This book is enjoyable. I would recommend it to anyone interested in
learning more about the topic of cryptology. It is especially interesting to someone like me, an algebraist who
uses cryptology as a meaningful response to why topics in pure mathematics that do not seem to have obvious
applications are still very important to study." --MAA Reviews, August 2014 "Every once and a while a book
appears that has a significant impact on the field of cryptologic history. David Kahn''s The Codebreakers and
F.L. Bauer''s Decrypted Secrets are two such books. Secret History now joins that collection. . Secret History
could be used as a textbook for a general education class that explores the history of cryptology (and ignores
many of the mathematical sections) or for an upper-division class for mathematics or computer science
majors that follows the historical evolution of cryptology (and pays attention to the mathematical sections). .
What would appeal to a general audience is the engaging writing that reflects Bauer''s interest in and
enthusiasm for all aspects of cryptology. . Bauer has merged cryptologic history with the mathematical
foundations of cryptology in a correct, understandable, and enthusiastic presentation. Secret History is an
excellent choice for a historian of cryptology, a teacher of cryptology, or anyone who wants to get a glimpse of
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