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Audible Studios on Brilliance, United States, 2016. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New. Unabridged. 171 x 133 mm.
Language: English . Brand New. When America declared war on Germany in 1917, the United States had only
200,000 men under arms, a 20th of the German army s strength, and its planes were no match for the German
air force. Less than a century later, the United States today has by far the world s largest military budget and
provides over 40 of the world s armaments. In American Arsenal Patrick CoDey examines America s military
transformation from an isolationist state to a world superpower. Focusing on 15 specific developments, CoDey
illustrates the unplanned, oFen haphazard nature of this transformation, which has been driven by political,
military, technological, and commercial interests. Beginning with Thomas Edison s work on submarine
technology, American Arsenal moves from World War I to the present conflicts in the Middle East, covering
topics from chemical weapons, strategic bombing, and the nuclear standoD with the Soviet Union, to smart
bombs, hand-held anti-aircraF missiles, and the Predator and other drone aircraFs. CoDey traces the story of
each advance in weaponry from drawing board to battlefield, and includes fascinating portraits of the men
who invented and deployed them: Edward Teller, the father of the hydrogen bomb Robert Oppenheimer, head
of atomic bomb design at Los AlamosCurtis LeMay, who led the fire-bombing of JapanHerman Kahn, nuclear
strategist and a model for Stanley Kubrick s Dr. StrangeloveAbraham Karem, inventor of the PredatorAnd
many others CoDey also examines the increasingly detached nature of modern American warfarethe ultimate
goal is to remove soldiers from the battlefield entirelywhich limits casualties (211,454 in Vietnam and only 1,231
in the Gulf War) but also lessens the political and psychological costs of going to war. Examining the
backstories of every...
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