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authentic sources, and from a practical knowledge of it, what the Faith of Islam really is, and how it influences
men and nations in the present day. | think that recent Fatvas delivered by the Ulama in Constantinople show
how firmly a Muslim State is bound in the fetters of an unchangeable Law, whilst the present practice of
orthodox Muslims all the world over is a constant carrying out of the precepts given in the Quran and the
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to say that there is, except amongst Oriental scholars, much misconception. Again, much that is written on
Islam is written either in ignorant prejudice, or from an ideal standpoint. To understand it aright, one should
know its literature and live amongst its people. | have tried faithfully to prove every statement | have made; and
if, now and again, | have quoted European authors, it is only by way of illustration. | rest my case entirely upon
Musalman authorities themselves. Still more, | have ascertained from living witnesses that the principles | have
tried to show as existing in Islam, are really at work now and are as potent as at any previous period.
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