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s resolution of long-standing winter recreation issues by legalizing recreation on 11, 000 acres in the Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest. In addition, 50, 000 acres of Wilderness Study Area are released in the bill, following
almost three decades of Administrative limbo. The totality of this legislation will greatly benefit the Eastern
Sierra region, not only by resolving many resource related conflicts, but also providing badly needed economic
opportunity and preserving wilderness areas for future generations. Mr. Chairman, this legislation is the result
of a great deal of compromise, cooperation, and support. Both Senator Boxer and | care very deeply about the
wild heritage of all the pristine lands throughout California, and | am pleased that we have been able to come
together and present this legislation. Energetic support from my constituents in the 25th District has made it a
distinct pleasure to introduce and champion this legislation in the House. | encourage your strong support of
the Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Mountains Wild Heritage Act. Senator Wyden. Senator Barrasso.
STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN BARRASSO, U. S. SENATOR FROM WYOMING Senator Barrasso. Thank you very
much, Mr. Chairman. | also welcome Senator Boxer here. Mr. Chairman, | want to thank you and the staff for
adding S. 2448 to this hearing. Senators Enzi, Baucus, Tester, and | have introduced this bill to provide a
legislative fix for western States, specifically Wyoming, Montana, and States that have been certified by the
Department of the Interior as having addressed their reclamation priorities in terms of the abandoned mine
land money. In Wyomings case, the executive branch is operating under...
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