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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: .with the same authority and preeminence as each of the
royal audiencias in the town of Valladolid and the city of Granada. Embraced in and forming part of the
audiencia was the chancellery, which had cognizance of cases on appeal, cases of nobility, and cases regarding
the inheritance of entailed property. The audiencia consisted of a president, three oidores,1 or auditors, a fiscal,
or prosecuting attorney, and the necessary auxiliary officials, such as secretaries and clerks. The first president
was Dr. Santiago de Vera, alcalde of the high court of Mexico, who arrived in Manila with the seal of the court
May 29, 1584. The audiencia had as its district the island of Luzon and the other An oidor, auditor or associate
justice of the audiencia, was something more than a judge, exercising, besides the judicial functions, those of
governmental and civil administration.--Director. Filipino islands of the archipelago of China, and the mainland
of the same, whether discovered or to be discovered. It was given jurisdiction of all the civil and criminal cases
which might come to it on appeal from the governors, alcaldes mayoree, and other magistrates of the
provinces and islands, the same to be tried by examination and review, but was denied jurisdiction over any
case in the first instance, except cases which, on account of their importance, the amount involved, and the
dignity of the parties, might be tried in a superior court, and criminal cases arising in the place...
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