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action. Excerpt: . .. 9 volved in a response, this was their first time ever meeting each other. And you should not
meet each other at the hurricane. You should have some plans put together. The other thing is, | would like to
recognize the efforts of a Ser-geant Russell, an Air Force reservist who died while on duty dur-ing Hurricane
Katrina. Sergeant Russell was a former Marine who had recently returned from Iraq. He died while trying to
assist oth-ers. General Blum and Admiral Collins, Representative Taylor re-cently contacted both of you to seek
your assistance in formally rec-ognizing Sergeant Russell. | implore both of you to act quickly and expeditiously
in recognizing Sergeant Russell and his contribution during Hurricane Katrina. | yield back. EICHERT Mr. R.
Thank you, Mr. Thompson. Other members of the committee are reminded that opening statements may be
submitted for the record. We are pleased to have a distinguished panel of witnesses with us today. And they are:
first, the honorable Michael P. Jackson, Deputy Secretary, U. S. Department of Homeland Security; the
Honorable Paul McHale, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Home-land Defense in U. S. Department of Defense;
Admiral Thomas H. Collins, Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard, U. S. Department of Homeland Security; Major
General Richard Rowe, Jr., Director of Operations, U. S. Northern Command, U. S. Department of Defense; and
Lieutenant General Steven Blum, Chief, National Guard Bu-reau, U. S. Department of Defense. Let me gently
remind the witnesses that their entire written statement will appear in the record. And we ask that, due to the
number of witnesses...
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