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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In 2001, the National Water-Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program of the U.S.
Geological Survey initiated a series of studies on the transport of anthropogenic and natural contaminants
(TANC) to public-supply wells (PSWs). The main goal of the TANC project was to better understand the source,
transport, and receptor factors that control contaminant movement to PSWs in representative aquifers of the
United States. Regional- and local-scale study areas were selected from within existing NAWQA study units,
including the south-central Texas Edwards aquifer. The local-scale TANC study area, nested within the regional-
scale NAWQA study area, is representative of the regional Edwards aquifer. The PSW selected for study is within
a well field of six production wells. Although a single PSW was initially selected, because of constraints of well-
field operation, samples were collected from different wells within the well field for different components of the
study. Data collected from all of the well-field wells were considered comparable because of similar well
construction, hydrogeology, and geochemistry. An additional 38 PSWs (mostly completed in the confined part
of the aquifer) were sampled throughout the regional aquifer to characterize water quality.
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