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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Proceedings of the National Conference on
Taxation: Under the Auspices of the National Civic Federation; Historical Society Hall, Buffalo, N. Y The burden
of taxation necessarily becomes heavier. The population of New York City to-day is about the same as that of
the entire country at the beginning of the present government. Yet whereas New York spends about one
hundred millions a year, the expenditures of the United States began at four millions, and even during the first
decade of its existence under the present Constitution averaged only about eight millions a year. In the Federal
Government whereas since 1790 the population has increased twenty-fold-from four millions to eighty millions-
the expenditure has increase one hundred and fifty-fold, from four millions to six hundred millions. In state and
local finance the figures are still more striking. New York State spent in 1796 less than $150,000; it spent in 1900
about twenty-five millions, or one hundred and sixty-six times as much. New York City spent in 1800, with a
population of 60,000 souls, a little over $100,000. By 1900 its population had increased sixty times, but its
expenditures had increased one thousand times. The burdens arc beginning to be felt. The second cause is the
economic transition to he referred to in a moment, and which has brought about a growing differentiation of
classes; and the third reason is inequality of pressure, which because of this increase of burden and this
differentiation of classes, has been accentuated Many a man may be willing to pay his own taxes; but none is
willing to pay another man s taxes. The practical inequality of taxation, more than anything else,...
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