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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The year is 1961. Katie lives in a small village in Upstate New York.
She and her neighborhood collection of friends meet outside each day to make up their own adventures and
manage their own time. There was a rule in the village that they all followed. It had always been used, for
generations, probably! Moms had a way of telling kids when to be home no matter where they wandered
during the day. At 4 pm the McDougall s donkey brayed, at 5 pm the town siren wailed and at 6 pm the church
bells pealed over the whole little town. When your mom said, Be home by the bells, that was a very special treat;
be back just in time for dinner! Katie s lyric, heartfelt narrative of a year in her life, which she records in a
journal, brings us there through compassion, fear, joy and tragedy; growing with her as she develops self-
reliance. Join the neighborhood bunch through unending adventures such as building homes for crayfish,
exploring Grandma s attic or discovering the ghost kids, (quarantined kids who live upstairs and are always
watching them). Feel the excitement of building a log city, exploring ruins in the woods, tracking animals in the
snow, or saving newborn St. Bernard puppies. They must cope with chronic illness, accidents, a massive town
fire and a destructive tornado while learning to appreciate wild foods, the beauty of nature, native crafts and
each other. Katie is a history lover like her dad. Her wistful yearning to reach out to the shadows of the people
of long ago who still seem to lurk all over her quaint town...
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